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NEED FORSPEED

lenjoy the feeling of speed
and the excitement of
competing and winning.
Now, I'mjust trying to
improve as much as
possible.

ALEXHUANG, who became interested in
kartingwhen he was just nine,and hopes to
follow in the footsteps of Formula One
champions such as Lewis Hamilton.

FULFILLING SON'SPOTENTIAL

We wanttodoourbestto
help him fulfil his potential,
and there is nothing more
thrilling thanto see him
achieve thisinasport.

DRMARTIN HUANG, father of Alex, saying
the sacrifices involved in helping his son
pursue hisdreams have been worthiit.

Alex Huang races nearly every
weekend, saying that a disciplined
lifestyle has helped him perform
better in competitions.
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15-year-old with a driving ambition

line at the National University Vir-
tual High School, where a flexible
schedule allows him to race and still
keep up with his studies.

The family has also engaged a tu-
tor to clarify his doubts and sched-
ule his academic work. The tutor
doubles as his personal trainer.

His father, Dr Huang, admitted
that they have to be realistic, as it is

Kart racer Alex Huang is training
full time in Britain, to fulfil his
dream of being arace car driver

Calvin Yang

He is not old enough to get a driving
licence here, but 15-year-old Alex
Huang is already chasing his dream
of becoming a professional racing
car driver.

Unlike his peers in Singapore who
are busy thinking about choosing a
college, the boy has been training
full time in Britain since last Au-
gust, with his expenses — adding up
toa hefty $500,000 a year - largely
covered by his plastic surgeon
father Martin Huang.

“I enjoy the feeling of speed and
the excitement of competing and
winning,” he said. “Now, I'mjust try-
ing to improve as much as possible.”

The teenager, who began kart rac-
ing at the age of 11, is hoping to fol-
low the likes of many Formula One
world champions such as Lewis
Hamilton, who kicked off his career
by winning karting races.

Eyebrows were raised when Alex
left school to pursue his passion.

“My peers thought I was crazy at
first, but I think they now under-
stand that it is making me a better
driver,” said the former Singapore
American School student.

He has competed in about 80
races so far and secured top 10 fin-
ishesinnearly 30 of them.

He has also finished on the
podium for a number of karting
races in Britain and around this re-
gion, including winning round one
of the X30 Southeast Asia Champi-
onship last year.

Besides spending hours on the track, Alex also trains in the gym, where he does mostly high-intensity interval training. He
has competed in about 80 races so far and secured top 10 finishes in nearly 30 of them.

Coach Ben Barnicoat, a McLaren
GT Factory racing driver who has
worked with talent such as last
year’s British Formula 3 champion
Enaam Ahmed, has been guiding
Alex for the past seven months and
believes he has “great potential”.

“The British karting scene is
renowned for being one of the
toughest there is in the world due to
the high quality of drivers,” the
coach said.

Alex became interested in kart-
ing when he was just nine. While on
a vacation in Abu Dhabi, he tried it

out at the F1Yas Marina Circuit and
won the kids’race.

Perceived as a stepping stone to
the higher ranks of motor sports,
karting teaches basic car control
and cornering techniques.

“At first, it was simply a hobby,”
said Alex, who found his passion for
the sport after a year of racing from
age1l. Earlylastyear, his parents de-
cided to find a way for him to pur-
sueracing seriously in Britain.

“There are many more races and
racers in the United Kingdom, and
the overall skill level is alot higher,”

said Alex, who has lost count of the
trophies he has accumulated at his
home, abungalow in Clementi.
Now, the teenager races nearly ev-
ery weekend, saying that a disci-
plined lifestyle has helped him per-
form better in competitions.
Besides spending hours on the
track, Alex trains in the gym, where
he does mostly high-intensity inter-
val training. He follows a strict diet
and sleeps about nine hours daily.
His parents have ensured that his
schooling has not been sacrificed.
The 1.73m-tall teen is studying on-

tough to carve out a career in profes-
sional racing. “We wanted to find a
solution where he could pursue rac-
ing seriously enough that he was
given a chance to fulfil his potential,
while not compromising on his edu-
cation so that he would have this to
fallback onif necessary,” he said.

Karting is not without danger.
Once, another driver tried overtak-
ing late on Alex. Their wheels col-
lided, causing his kart to flip and
land upside down. Fortunately, he
escaped unscathed.

Dr Huang, however, played down
the risks involved, insisting that
karting is still a relatively safe sport.

While the plastic surgeon runs a
busy practice here, his wife Patri-
cia, 50, has moved to Britain to take
care of their only child.

Alex’s training expenses — at least
$500,000 a year - go towards
equipment costs, coaching fees, tui-
tion, travel and accommodation,
among other things. He owns four
karts, each costing at least $6,000.

Dr Huang said their sacrifices are
well worth it, adding that Alex has
shown great improvement and is
also more mature as he constantly
works with adults to hone his craft.

“We want to do our best to help
him fulfil his potential, and there is
nothing more thrilling than to see
him achieve this in a sport,” he
added.

calyang@sph.com.sg

JUNE ISSUE
OUT NOW!

GOVERNMENT'S ERP REVENUE - WHY THE MYSTERY?

lassifieds

BUY IT « SELLIT < FIND IT

UNLOCKING.THE SECRET

r

OF INDICATORS f"*

‘COMMON INDICATORS UNCOMMON PROFITS' A

Event Details

JUN
30t June 2018, Saturday

9.00AM - 5.00PM
(Registration starts from 8.30AM)

SPH News Centre
m Training Room T8.2/8.3
1000 Toa Payoh North, Singapore 318994

S$48 for 1 Ticket
S$76 for 2 Tickets

CK Ee
Co-Founder & CEO,
Asia Charts Pte Ltd

A full-time active trader in the
equities and derivatives markets, CK
is a practitioner of technical analysis
and has been actively trading
since 1993 in Singapore, Malaysia and US markets.
He focuses in trading growth stocks that have potential
for big gains and using derivative instruments like
options and warrants for better returns.

Learning Points

+~ Why understanding market behaviours
is essential to making profitable trading
decisions

+~ Why trading purely by technical indicators
will get you nowhere and how to use
them the RIGHT WAY!

+ How to effectively trade different market
conditions, be it Up, Down or Sideways
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+" How to identify stocks on the cusp of a
move by

- Spotting BIG Trend and squeezing every
opportunity dry
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- Buying the Dip in a directional market for

QUICK gain

- Taking advantage of Quiet Market that often
precedes EXPLOSIVE movement

- Identify Early Entry that offer you an edge over
other traders
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+~ And many more...

To register, please log on to: notice.shareinvestor.com/ck_ee0630

Presented to you by For more enquiries, please contact

K : Tel: (65) 6517 8777 Email: events@shareinvestor.com

All forms of investments carry risks, including the risk of losing all of the invested amount.
Such activities may not be suitable for everyone. Past performance is not necessarily indicative
of future performance, even if the same strategies are adopted.
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